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Town of Kiawah Island Zoning Ordinance Amendment Request 
Case AZO25-000012 Case History 

 
Planning Commission Meeting: September 10, 2025 

Public Hearing and First Reading:  
Second Reading: 

 
 

 

CASE INFORMATION 
Applicant: Town of Kiawah Island 
 

Application: The Town of Kiawah is requesting to amend the Town of Kiawah Island Land Use Planning and 
Zoning Ordinance Article II. - Zoning, Division 4 – Supplemental Regulations, Sec. 12-128. - Access, parking 
and loading regulations. to modify minimum parking standards. 
 
Key Factors of the Proposed Ordinance:  
 
The proposed amendment modifies the minimum parking requirements for multifamily and hotel uses.  

- Introduces specific bedroom allocations 
- Clarifies hotel guestroom requirements 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

Pursuant to §12-158(3) of the Land Use Planning and Zoning Ordinance “The Planning Commission shall 
review the proposed text amendment and/or zoning map amendment and take action, recommending that 
the Town Council approve or deny the proposed amendment. The Planning Commission may hold a public 
hearing in accordance with the procedures in section 12-156. The Planning Commission's recommendation 
shall be based on the approval criteria of subsection (6) of this section. The Planning Commission shall 
submit its recommendation to the Town Council within 30 working days of the Planning Commission meeting 
at which the amendment was introduced. A simple majority vote of Planning Commission members present, 
and voting shall be required to approve the amendment.” 
 
 

DECISION ON AMENDMENT BY THE TOWN COUNCIL 
Pursuant to §12-158(5) of the Land Use Planning and Zoning Ordinance “After receiving the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission, the Town Council shall hold one or more public hearings, 
and any time after the close of the public hearing, take action to approve, approve with modifications, or 
deny the proposed amendment based on the approval criteria of subsection (6) of this section. A simple 
majority vote of Town Council members present, and voting shall be required to approve the amendment. 
Zoning map amendments shall not be approved with conditions. Prior to action on a proposed code text 
amendment, the Town Council may, in the exercise of its legislative discretion, invoke the "pending 
ordinance doctrine" by ordinance so that no building permits shall be issued for structures which would be 
affected by the proposed amendment until the Town Council has rendered its decision on the proposed 
amendment. 
 
 

APPROVAL CRITERIA 
Pursuant to §12-158(6) of the Land Use Planning and Zoning Ordinance, (6) Approval criteria. Text and 
zoning map amendments to the ordinance may be approved if the following approval criteria have been met: 
 

a. The proposed amendment is consistent with the purposes and intent of the adopted Town of 
Kiawah Island Comprehensive Plan; 
 

b. The proposed amendment is consistent with the purposes and intent of this article; 
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c. The purpose of the proposed amendment is to further the general health, safety and welfare of the 

Town of Kiawah Island; 
 

d. The proposed amendment corrects an error or inconsistency or meets the challenge of a changed 
condition. 

 

PLANNING STAFF REVIEW  

 

Planning staff finds the proposed amendment satisfies the approval criteria pursuant to §12-
158(6) and recommends approval.  
 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: SEPTEMBER 10, 2025 

Notifications: Notice of this meeting has been published and posted in accordance with the Freedom of 

Information Act and the requirements of the Town of Kiawah Island. 
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Sec. 12-128. Access, parking and loading regulations. 

The following regulations are intended to aid in the design and location of proper access, parking, and 
loading areas in order to maintain safe and efficient traffic flow and to ensure adequate parking facilities for 
developments.  

(1) Access/driveways. The following regulations shall apply to all development to prevent the proliferation 
of poorly spaced driveways that can result in reduced safety and carrying capacity of community 
streets, except that the distances may be varied in accordance with section 12-163 to permit the 
construction of a single, safe access where no other access to a lot is possible.  

a. Generally, any lot having access to more than one type of street shall provide access on the 
street designed for the lowest traffic volume.  

b. Nonresidential properties having access to a minor and collector street may construct a single 
driveway on the collector street, provided that the driveway complies with the standards herein.  

c. There shall be only one curb cut for an individual lot or parcel. Town Planning Director approval 
shall be required for more than one curb cut to an individual lot or parcel from any street, where 
there is a compelling reason.  

d. No lot or development parcel shall directly access Kiawah Island Parkway and the arterial 
portions of Governor's Drive and Flyway Drive.  

e. Private residential driveways shall be a minimum of ten feet in width and provide a vertical 
clearance of a minimum of 13.5 feet. Nonresidential driveways shall be a minimum of 18 feet in 
width and provide a vertical clearance of a minimum of 13.5 feet.  

(2) Spacing between driveways and intersections. The centerline of driveways shall be separated from the 
centerline of other driveways and intersections in accordance with the following table 4D, excepting 
lots platted prior to adoption of the ordinance from which this article is derived and where relief is 
needed to protect essential natural features, such as specimen trees and dunes:  

Table 4D. Driveway Separation Regulations  

Road Type  Minimum driveway separation  

Arterial  Driveways prohibited  

Collector  75 feet  

Minor  No spacing limitation  

 

a. No driveway shall be permitted providing access to an arterial street if the property has access to 
a collector or minor street.  

b. On minor streets, no driveway should be permitted within 60 feet of an intersection, except 
when relief is needed due to an existing tree, unusual lot configuration, wetlands or other 
topographical or geographic feature of the lot.  

c. When channelized right turn lanes are used, the Planning Director shall determine the minimum 
spacing between the driveways and intersections based on AASHTO standards as modified by 
site-specific conditions.  

(3) Parking and loading. This section specifies the minimum parking and loading standards for the Town. 
Where strict interpretation of these standards creates a unique hardship, an individual may seek a 
variance pursuant to section 12-163.  
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a. Minimum parking requirements. Each use shall provide the number of parking spaces specified in 
table 4F in subsection (3)c of this section and comply with the following:  

1. The Planning Director shall determine the number of parking spaces required for uses not 
referenced in table 4F in subsection (3)c of this section by first applying the standard for 
the most similar use or uses as listed in the table. If there is no similar use, the Planning 
Director may make a determination or may request that the applicant undertake a parking 
study.  

2. Any fraction of a parking space required under this article shall be counted as a full parking 
space.  

3. Handicapped spaces shall be provided as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) standards shown below in table 4E in subsection (3)b of this section, or as 
requirements are amended by Federal Law.  

4. Parking requirements shall be based on gross leasable area.  

5. Off-street parking facilities shall be provided for any new building constructed and for any 
new use established, for any addition or enlargement of an existing building or use, or for 
any change of occupancy or manner of operation that would result in additional parking 
spaces being required; provided, however, if insufficient parking exists on a lot or parcel, 
then the number of spaces required to meet the needs of both the existing and new 
buildings or uses shall be provided.  

6. Facilities being used for off-street parking on the effective date of this article shall not be 
reduced in capacity to less than the number of spaces prescribed, nor shall they be altered 
in design or function to less than the minimum standards prescribed herein.  

7. For sites with more than one use, or for adjacent sites served by a common parking facility, 
the parking requirement shall be the total number of spaces required for each site or use.  

b. Accessible parking for physically disabled persons. Handicapped spaces shall be provided as 
required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards shown in the following table 4E:  

Table 4E. Minimum Number of Accessible Spaces for  
Physically Disabled Persons  

Total Parking  
Spaces Provided  

Minimum Number of Spaces  

Accessible  Van Accessible  Car Accessible  

1—25  1  1  0  

26—50  2  1  1  

51—75  3  1  2  

76—100  4  1  3  

101—150  5  1  4  

151—200  6  1  5  

201—300  7  1  6  

301—400  8  1  7  

401—500  9  2  7  

501—1,000  2 percent of  
total spaces  

1 out of every 8  
accessible spaces  

7 out of every 8  
accessible spaces  

Over 1,000  20 + 1 per each  
100 spaces over 1,000  

 



 

 

 
    Created: 2025-08-04 15:24:11 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 12) 

 
Page 3 of 6 

c. Minimum dimensions. All parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities shall comply with 
the parking space dimension standards of this section, provided that access aisles shall be 
provided immediately abutting such spaces, as follows:  

1. Car accessible spaces. Car accessible spaces shall have at least a five-foot-wide access aisle 
located abutting the designated parking space.  

2. Van accessible spaces. Van accessible spaces shall have at least an eight-foot-wide access 
aisle located abutting the designated parking space.  

3. Proximity to main entrance. All accessible spaces shall be in close proximity to the main 
entrance of the facility being served.  

Table 4F. Off-Street Parking Requirements  

Type of Development  Required No. of Parking Spaces(1)  

Residential  

  Single-family detached  2 spaces per dwelling unit (DU)(2)  

  Duplex  2 spaces per dwelling unit  

  Patio homes  2 spaces per 2 bedroom per dwelling unit  

  Townhouses  2.5 spaces per 3 or more bedroom per dwelling unit  

  Multiple-family  Spaces per bedroom type and as required for associated 
uses1.5 spaces per efficiency or 1 bedroom per dwelling 
unit  

 1 Bedroom 2 spaces per unit per 1 bedroom  

 2 Bedroom 2 spaces per unit plus 0.25 guest spaces per unit 

 3+ Bedroom 2.5 spaces per unit plus 0.25 guest spaces per unit 

Hotels  1.25 spaces per room Guestrooms, conference area, and as 
required for associated uses 

  Guestrooms  1.5 spaces per guestroom 1 space per 4 persons allowed 
under maximum occupancy  

  Conference area (part of hotel structure)  1 space per 3 persons allowed under maximum occupancy 
for public meeting, assembly and or banquet rooms plus 1 
space per 75 square feet of indoor seating area, plus 1 per 
200 square feet of outdoor seating area  

 Associated Uses 50 percent of parking required for other uses (restaurants, 
bar, office, retail, pool, etc.) 

 Employees 1 space per employee on the largest shift 

Other uses(2)  

  General office  1 space per 300 square feet of GLA  

  Real estate sales/leasing  1 space per 100 square feet of GLA  

  Doctor/dentist office  1 space per 100 square feet of GLA  

  Retail/service  1 space per 250 square feet of GLA  

  Restaurant  1 space per 75 square feet of indoor seating area, plus 1 per 
200 square feet of outdoor seating area  

  Religious activities and public assembly  1 space per 50 square feet of assembly area  

  Convention center (not accessory to hotel)  1 space per 34 persons allowed under maximum posted 
occupancy, plus 1 per employee in of the largest shift  

  Community services  1 space per 2 employees plus 1 per company car parked on 
the premises  

Recreational  
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  Driving range  1.5 spaces per tee  

  Golf courses  4 spaces per hole, plus 50 percent of the other uses, plus 1 
space per employee on the largest shift(3)  

  Tennis courts  2 spaces per court, plus 50 percent of the other uses, plus 1 
space per employee on the largest shift(3)  

  Marinas  3 spaces per 4 slips, plus 50 percent of the other uses(3)  

  Swimming pool  1 space per 300 square feet pool and deck area  

  Food and beverage  1 space per 75 square feet of indoor seating area, plus 1 
space per 200 square feet of food service area  

  Other recreational facilities, indoor  1 space per 300 sq. ft  

  Parks (note: in addition to any other uses in 
this table)  

1 space per 2 acres with minimum of 3 spaces  

  Mixed use parking  Calculated per individual use as set forth in this table  
(1) The Planning Director may determine that parking in addition to any of the parking set forth in this table is 
necessary in the form of overflow parking on pervious surfaces.  
(2) Residential parking space requirements may be satisfied by garage or covered spaces. 
(2) Single-family residences shall have adequate turnaround space along driveways so that vehicles do not need 
to back into or out of driveways.  
(3) Other uses may include accessory meeting rooms/convention facilities and accessory restaurants.  

 

d. Parking design standards. The following are minimum design standards, the Planning Director 
may require modifications to parking lot design to ensure the safety of pedestrians, bicyclists and 
motorists:  

1. All off-street parking shall be located outside of required landscape buffer areas and 
behind front building lines.  

2. Parking facilities constructed, or reconstructed greater than 50 percent of their original 
size, subsequent to the effective date of the ordinance from which this article is derived 
shall conform to these design standards.  

3. All required parking facilities shall be maintained for the duration of the use requiring such 
facilities. Parking facilities shall be used exclusively for the temporary parking of passenger 
automobiles, motor vehicles or light trucks not exceeding one ton in capacity, and shall not 
be used for the sale, display or storage of merchandise, or for the storage or repair of 
vehicles or equipment.  

4. All required parking facilities shall be located on the same site as the use for which such 
facilities are required.  

5. On street head-in parking is prohibited.  

6. Angled parking is prohibited.  

7. Required parking for residential uses shall be provided within an enclosed garage.  

8. Each standard parking space shall consist of an independently accessible rectangular or 
trapezoidal area.  

9. Each parking space shall have a vertical clearance of at least 7.5 feet.  

10. Each parking and loading area shall have adequate drives, aisles, and turning and 
maneuvering areas for access and usability, and shall at all times have access to a street or 
alley.  
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11. The minimum parking facility design standards are listed in table 4G in this subsection.  

12. Where applicable, the Planning Director may require overflow parking spaces in addition to 
those required in table 4F in subsection (3)c of this section. All overflow parking spaces 
shall be of a pervious surface.  

13. Required parking spaces shall not have direct access to a street or highway. Access to 
required parking spaces shall be provided by on-site driveways. Off-street parking spaces 
shall be accessible without backing into or otherwise reentering a public right-of-way.  

Table 4G. Minimum Parking Facility Design Standards  

Parking 
Pattern 
(degrees)  

Maneuvering  
Lane Width  
(feet)  

Parking Space  
Dimensions  
(feet)  

Total Width of  
Two Tiers of Spaces  
and Maneuvering  
Lane (feet)  

One-Way  Two-Way  Width  Length  One-Way  Two-Way  

0 (parallel)  11  18  8.5  25  28  35  

30—50  12  20  9  18  48  56  

54—75  13  22  9  18  49  58  

76—90  N/A  24  9  18  N/A  60  

 

e. Markings. In paved parking areas, each off-street parking space shall be identified by surface 
markings at least four inches in width. Marking shall be visible at all times. Such markings shall be 
arranged to provide for orderly and safe loading, unloading, parking and storage of vehicles.  

f. Off-street loading requirements. 

 1. Spaces required. For every nonresidential use there shall be provided sufficient space to 
accommodate the maximum number of trucks that will be loading, unloading, or standing 
at any one time.  

2. Size of space. Each off-street loading space shall be of a size commensurate with the 
buildings to be accommodated. In no case shall required off street loading space encroach 
upon off street parking space required by this article.  

3. Location. All required off street loading spaces shall be located on the same lot as the 
building which they are intended to serve.  

4. Entrances and exits. Off-street loading entrance and exit drives shall be located at least 25 
feet from any street intersection.  

5. Loading spaces adjacent to sidewalks. Where a loading space is adjacent to a public 
sidewalk or other public pedestrian way, it shall be so located, arranged, and improved 
with curbs or other barriers, as to provide adequate protection for pedestrians.  

6. Maneuvering areas. All off street loading spaces shall be provided with adequate off street 
maneuvering areas.  

Table 4H. Loading Requirements  

Gross Floor Area  
(square feet)  

Loading and Unloading Spaces Required  

0—1,999  None  

2,000—4,999  1 space at the discretion of the Planning Director  

5,000—19,000  1 space  
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20,000—99,000  1 space, plus one space for each 20,000 square feet or portion thereof in excess of 
20,000 square feet  

100,000 or more  5 spaces, plus one space for each 40,000 square feet or portion thereof in excess of 
100,000 square feet  

 

g. Parking, loading and vehicular use area landscaping. See section 12-129, Tree Preservation and 
Landscaping Standards.  

h. Paving and drainage. 

 1. For all uses except single-family dwellings, parking and loading facilities shall be surfaced 
and maintained with asphaltic concrete or other permanent hard surfacing material 
sufficient to prevent mud, dust, loose material and other nuisances. Pervious materials 
may be allowed as approved by the Planning Director.  

2. All parking and loading facilities shall be designed, graded and provided with permanent 
storm drainage facilities that prevent standing water on any parking area, and do not 
increase the flow of water onto adjacent properties, streets or alleys.  

(Code 1993, § 12A-405; Ord. No. 94-12, § 2(12A-404), 9-26-1994; Ord. No. 2005-08, § 12A-405, 10-12-2005; Ord. 
No. 2025-02, § 2(Exh. B), 3-4-2025) 

 


